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THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

FROM HYDE PARK

AT SPEAKER'S CORNER, Hyde Park, in London, thou-
sands of passers-by have Ustened to the Gospel of

Jesus Christ as expounded by young elders of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Thousands
more have heard elders of the Church proclaim the glad
tidings of the Restored Gospel in many of the larger cities

throughout Great Britain.

This month's cover shows Eider Bruce E. Peterson, former
Newcastle District President and North London missionary,
declaring the truths of the Gospel to a Sunday afternoon
Hyde Park crowd. The photograph was taken by Norman
Pitt of the South London Branch.

For many years the Gospel has been preached in Great
Britain very effectively through open-air meetings. The
biographies of such zealous missionaries as Heber C. Kim-
ball, Wilford Woodruff, Dan Jones and others, contain
incidents in which the open-air meeting has proved itself

to be an invaluable medium for Gospel promulgation. Many
stalwart members of the Church first heard the Gospel of

Jesus Christ preached by the "elders on the Common."

And so today, as in years gone by, valuable contacts are
being made through the medium of open-air meetings.
Many persons daily are receiving their chance to hear the
true Gospel of Jesus Christ. Some accept its principles and
incorporate them into their life; many more reject the
message. But the work of the Lord is going forward, and
through open-air meetings and other Gospel proselyting
means, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will

continue to grow and will continue to be as a beacon-light
to all those who are seeking for the truth.
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TO ALL THE WORLD
MISSIONARY work is educational.

It brightens the intellect,

broadens the mind and en-

larges the understanding. It is en-

lightening to those who engage in it

and inspiring to those who are touched
by it. Its aim is to uplift humanity
through the Restored Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

The missionary programme is far-

reaching and extends its influence into

the lives of members and non-members.
The missionary, his family, his rela-

tives and friends are benefited and
spiritualised by it. The home from
which he comes feels the power which
emanates from his field of labour.

The work is fascinating and captivates

those engaged in it. It promotes right

living, wholesome thinking and honest,

unselfish endeavour. The missionary

enterprise of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints calls for a

valiant and God-inspired enthusiasm.
A lukewarm missionajy is a failure.

Jesus and His apostles were full of fire

and passion for their work. Nothing
was too precious to lay on the altar to

advance the cause they represented.

No task was too great, no work too

strenuous and no venture too hazardous
to insure the success and eventual tri-

umph of the stupendous truths they
had to offer.

The Church is a product of its mis-

sionary system. Within a year after

its organisation missionaries were sent

out to preach the Gospel. Regardless
of adverse conditions, economically and
otherwise, the proselyting has con-

tinued imabated. Missions were open-
ed, converts admitted, branches estab-

lished and the revealed word of God
explained to investigators and truth-

seekers. The results, glorious and
gratifying, speak for themselves.

Again the way is opening for the

proclamation of the Gospel of Peace to

a war-weary world. The opportunity
is here. A new day is dawning, preju-

dices and misunderstandings are melt-

By Alma Sonne

European Mission President and
Assistant to the Council of the

Twelve

ing away and old barriers are being

removed. The Church is carrying

forward the greatest missionary effort

in its history.

How will the Latter-day Saints use
the opportunities and privileges thus
afforded them? Will they shirk from
their responsibilities? They have never
done so. The history and spirit of the
Church are centred in its missionary
activity. Yet no Church member
has ever chosen the ministry as a call-

ing. Men and women perform this

service only when they are called to do
so by their authorised leaders. They
come and go at their own expense
without any thought of material re-

muneration. In the future as in the
past the response to their message will

come from the common people who are
honest at heart and free and Indepen-
dent in spirit and thought.

Their converts have frequently had
to face ridicule and ostracism for the
Gospel's sake. But they have been
able to endure hardships and disap-

pointments because their faith was
firmly founded and their testimonies

deeply and securely planted. Such
conviction is the strength of the
Church. It accounts for its growth,
and the energy and determination of

its missionaries. Without doubt many
people have been attracted to the
Church through the clean living, high
standajrds and the Christian meekness
and humility of its representatives.

The record shows that very few of

these representatives have succumbed
to temptations which would bar them
for work in the ministry. Purity of

life is the keystone to missionary
success.

It is also a matter of record that
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very few of those charged with mis-

sionary responsibility have deserted

their post. None have joined other

churches. No appeal has been strong

enough to undermine their beliefs or

to divert them from their sacred call-

ing or to join hands with others in

more luoiative and popular undertak-
ings. It is reassuring, to say the least,

that the Elders of Israel, however
young and inexperienced, have not
been susceptible to the teachings and
doctrines of other churches whxh run
counter to their own beliefs. This is a
further evidence of the deep sincerity

and the well-founded convictions

characteristic of the Lord's servants.

During the past century, except in

periods of war, the missionary work
has neither diminished nor slackened.

It has survived persecution, slander,

mobacracy, and violence. Each wave
of opposition has found it more firmly

entrenched and better able to meet
future attacks.

How does this style and method of

propaganda compare with that of other
modern churches. What other de-
nomination in all Christendom can
trust its young people, without special

preparation, with ministerial duties,

sacred doctrines and well established

practices cherished and time honoured
among them? Most of them require

specialised training, scholarly attain-

ments and a college background before

their ministers can function as author-
ised priests.

The reason for this is obvious. The
simple, understandable teachings of

the Master and His apostles have be-

come so distorted, perverted and con-
fused that their preservation requires
many precautions and safeguards.
Stereotyped prayers must be memor-
ised, rituals must be learned, a solemn,
unnatural demeanour developed and
arbitrary scriptural interpretations
taught and emphasised.

Contrast these preliminaries and
procedures with those in the Primitive
Church. When Jesus Christ selected
His apostles He chose humble, sturdy.
God-fearing fishermen—men who were

open-minded and unbiased and there-

fore impressionable to the Truth. He
cared nothing for worldly learning and
accomplishments. He recognised no
one of prominence. He passed by the

doctors, lawyers, scribes, and priests,

trusting His Gospel to the hearts and
minds of the most unsophisticated

among m;n.

He sent them forth with divine

authority to officiate in His name, with
powers of discernment, and with com-
plete reliance upon the gifts and func-

tions of the Holy Ghost conferred up-

on them. Their own wisdom was not
to be fully trusted, neither were they
to be led astray by phantoms of doubt,

sophistry, and false arguments, but
were to tarry until "endued with power,

from on high." (Luke 24: 49)

They went forth like sheep among
wolves to be misunderstood, maligned,
persecuted and held in disrepute. No
worldly compensations were promised.
"Freely ye have received, freely give,"

(Matt. 10: 8) constitutes the spirit and
plan of their operations. They were
to deliver their message without fear
or favour and to bear witness of the
Truth before all nations.

—cantinued on page 168.
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AMBASSADORS OF TRUTH
THROUGHOUT the Gospel dispen-

sations, servants of God have
been called to carry the message

of "truth and light" to the inhabitants

of the earth; to preach repentance
unto them and to encourage them to

live in accordance with the command-
ments of the Lord.

Enoch, Noah, Moses, Nephi, Abinadi,

Alma, and the sons of Mosiah all re-

ceived such calls. In some instances

their messages were received by the

populace; in others, they were rejected.

In every case, however, these emmis-
aries of truth fulfilled their missions

faithfully and fearlessly in spite of all

the derision, hate, and persecution the

powers of evil could muster against

them.

Shortly before the resurrected Christ

ascended into heaven He instructed

His eleven disciples to "go ye therefore,

and teach all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you." The zeal and
determination with which these and
their associates in the early church
exercised in their promulgation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ have long been
heralded by Christians of many nations.

The Apostle Paul was called by direct

revelation. After his miraculous con-

version, he devoted the remainder of

his life to proclaiming boldly the word
of the Lord. Scriptures are replete

with instances of other servants of God
who responded to their callings.

In these latter days, shortly after the
Church of Jesus Christ had been
restored to the earth, the Lord revealed

to the Prophet Joseph Smith that some
would be called to "go into all the

world to preach my gospel unto every
creature." Since that time the Church
has developed a mighty missionary
system. Close to 75,000 missionaries

have been sent out into the world
during the past 118 years.

By William R. Callister
Associate Editor

Perhaps, in a sense, the Prophet,

himself, could be considered as the

first missionary of the Church. It was
he who instructed his father and
mother, brothers and sisters, his wife,

his neighbours, and such prominent
figures in the early days of the Church
as Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery, the

Wiiitmer family, the Knight family,

and others, in the ways of the Lord.

In another sense, Oliver Cowdery
might be regarded as the first mission-

ary of the Church. He is credited with
having preached the first public sermon
on the truths of the Restored Gospel
of Jesus Christ, delivered just five days
after the organisation of the Church.

Samuel H. Smith, the Prophet's

brother, was the first person called by
revelation to journey as a missionary.

It was in June, 1830, when he was set

apart to preach the Gospel in northern

and eastern New York State. Samuel
departed on his journey, taking with

him several copies of the Book of

Mormon. When he returned, he was
very discouraged over his labours, be-

lieving that he had accomplished noth-

ing and that his efforts were all in

vain. But it was one of the copies of

the Book of Mormon which Samuel
had distributed along the way that fell

into the hands of the families of Brig-

ham Young and Heber C. Kimball.

Thus Samuel H. Smith, in filling the

first mission of the Church, had
planted seeds of truth which were to

grow and blossom beyond all expecta-

tions.

The calling by revelation of Oliver

Cowdery, Peter Whitmer, Ziba Peter-

son and Parley P. Pratt to preach to

the Lamanites resulted in the first ex-

tended mission of the Church. The
four missionaries began their journey

in the autumn of 1830. The first

Lamanites to hear the message were
—continued on page 169
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THE MISSIONARY TODAY
URING the world's history, there

have been other periods of cold

war. We hear much about it

today. One question that often comes
into the minds of many individuals,

"What shall I do, or what should my
church do, to assist the people of the

earth to come to a knowledge and
realisation of peace?

It is wisdom to recall history at times
to re-establish confidence and faith in

the future. In days far past when the
work of God was being established,

other cold wars to destroy freedom of

action, thought and mind took place.

One disciple named Saul "made havoc
of the Church, entering into every
house and haling men and women,
committed them to prison." In the

stoning of Stephen, the coats of those

who stoned this righteous man were
laid at Saul's feet as he stood there
with a heart of stone while each rock
was hurled. But this very same Saul
was later called by revelation to become
a witness for Jesus Christ and one of

the most powerful missionaries the
world has ever known.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints today is extending to the
world the true message of the Redeemer
through its unique missionary system.
The average missionary of the Church
is about twenty-three years of age and
is spending his time voluntarily to

combat the forces of evil in going from
home to home, to open-air meetings
and cottage meetings in the spirit of

humility. Their simple me (.hods, their

purity of life, the tarue story of God
they are revealing, is attracting think-

ing people of Great Britain. Through
the efforts of these young missionaries,

many of whom are the third, fourth,

fifth, and in some instances, the sixth

generations of Latter-day Saints, there

is being established a nucleus of people,

from all walks and stations of life, who
are uniting together in righteous living

to combat the forces of evil and the
oppression of cold war.

By Selvoy J. Boyer

President of the

British Mission

It is not possible to measure the

amount of development which these

missionaries receive in the depth of

their souls while doing this kind of

work in God"s service. Only those who
have sacrificed like the Pioneers of a

century ago know what faith and in-

tegrity it took to establish the freedom
loving people that -were established in

the top of the Rocky Moimtains. Like-

wise, only those who are going through
this experience as missionaries know
what it takes to spread the faith of

their fathers. Rapidly tliis great or-

ganisation is taking its place in the

hearts and minds of freedom loving

people, through the example and teach-

ings of these young men and women.

Each of them is writing deeds of

valour which will appear upon the

written pages of history and will in-

spire empires yet unborn to follow the

teachings of the lowly Nazareen, our
Elder Brother, the Redeemer of the

world.

Saul was called by direct revelation

from his cold war against Chi'ist and
His people. Today, each missionary in

the field is calling people from various

walks of life and with different inter-

ests to follow Christ and live the com-
mandments which He has given. This
force of young men and women will

eventually win the peace and God's
law will be established.

I wish, at this time, to pay special

tribute to the missionaries of the
British Mission for their faithfulness

and their integrity. Through their un-
selfish service and trust in the Lord,

they will continue to spread truth
throughout the world and thus con-

tinue to bring righteousness into the
lives of many.
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BRITAIN'S WAR-TIME

ON Sunday, December 24th, 1939,

President Hugh B. Brown called

the London District Presidency
into his oflBce and informed us that
the missionaries were bjing called

home to the U.S.A. because of war
conditions in Europe.

He also asked us to look after the
Mission affairs during his absence. On
January 10th, 1940, we were set apart
by President Brown in our oflBces of

the Mission Presidency. Two days
later. President Brown left England
for the U.S.A. and our appointments
oflBcially began.

Now that the excitement and hustle

of their departure was over, we had
time to collect our thoughts. How had
it all come about?

The events leading up to the declara-

tion of war were still fresh in our
memories: the growing tension as each
new aggression by the Nazi horde
shortened the gap between our shores
and their outposts; the sickening feel-

ing of futility as thrice the ambassador
with the umbrella sallied to talk peace
with a man whose heart was set on
war; the visit of President Joseph
Fielding Smith of the Council of the
Twelve, which we learned afterwards
was for the very pui'pose of preparing
the missionaries for the bloodshed
which was so shortly to be poured out
upon the nations; that peaceful Sun-
day morning when the Prime Minister,

Mr. Chamberlain, spoke over the radio
informing us that we were at war; the
gathering of the missionaries from over
the MisSiOn; and that final meeting in

"Ravenslea" with 130 elders, each seek-

ing to persuade President Brown to

allow him to stay.

Now, for the first time in the history

of the Mission for over one hundred
years, we were left without a single

missionary. The office itself seemed
as if a cyclone had blown through it;

MISSIONARIES
By James R. Cunningham
Chairman of the British Mission

. Genealogical Dept. and former
Member of the Acting British

Mission Presidency

papers, reports, equipment, littered the

rooms. We were to find out later that
the Saints in the Mission were very
disturbed, as many of the departing
missionaries had not time to notify the

members of their sudden departure.

But provision had seemingly been
made for just such an emergency.
During the mission of President Joseph
J. Cannon in 1936, Iccal elders had
been called to preside over the branch-

es and districts. This foresight on be-

half of the authorities perhaps pre-

vented a breakdown in the functioning

of the Mission.

President Brown's last admonition to

us was to "iiold the fort." It was soon
decided that in order to carry out the

work, local members must be called to

serve as full-time missionaries. The
response to these calls was spontaneous
and inspiring from young men and
women not yet out of their teens to

elderly grandmothers and grand-
fathers. Soon an oflBce staff was ob-

tained and two by two the missionaries

began to spread over the Island. A
few months later, a missionary con-
vention was held in Birmingham with
some sixty missionaries and mission-

aries-to-be in attendance. The spirit

prevailing proved that the Saints in

Great Britain fully intended to keep
the Gospel message before the people
by missionary endeavour.

As problems arose, solutions were
sought. Many Saints desired to go on
missions; few had the necessary means
to support themselves. Therefore, a
system of branch missionary funds
was set up and each branch strlved to
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have at least one missionary in the

field; several had three or four.

Over one hundred young men and
women responded to their calls and
served on full-time missions varying
from six months, in some cases, to as

long as four years in others. To sup-
plement the work, a home missionary
system was organised, whereby a
group of 400 Saints were each assigned

to spend a certain number of hours per
week in missionary work. Despite air-

raids and total black-outs, this group
carried out their objective. Perhaps
their faith had something to do with
the fact that not one was hurt in any
way from bombing.

After the desperate retreat of the
Allied forces at Dunkirk, the nation
held its breath, waiting for what
seemed the inevitable invasion of our
shores. Then the missionaries were
told, "In the event of an enemy inva-

sion, make your way back immediately
to your homes and care for those de-

pendent upon you." Fortunately, the

execution of those instructions was
never to be required. Soon the tide of

battle turned and many of our elders

from America began to attend our
meetings. Although in uniform, the
power and spirit of the American
Latter-day Saint boys have imbued our
own Saints with fresh courage.

Then came the return of the auth-
orities from. Zion, and, shortly after-

wards, the first missionaries. Their
task completed, one by one, the British

war-time missionaries finished their

missions and returned to their every-

day labours. Their days and months
as missionaries have passed and be-

come history, but the effect of their

missions still endures in the firmer
testimonies and er luring friendships
made.

We found the Gospel very satisfying

then and worthy of sacrifice. Did we
not trudge many miles hitch-hiking on
circuit and endure ridicule and labour
in tracting and open-air meetings? It

was the missionary spirit that provided
the motive power. This can be re-

captured; all our lives can be enriched

by a glance back on those happy faith-

ful missionary days.

Last year I spent a day in the com-
pany of the missionaries. We had
been assigned to attend the fimeral of

a member of the Church. To take part

in the service at the graveside and give

comfort to the relatives, then to de-

velop each others' friendship on the
journey home was an experience to be
treasured. It proved to me that we
need a constant renewal of missionary
activity to enjoy the missionary spirit.

imriiiiiiiiniiBw wBiiiiiiiiir nmnl
The Saints in England indeed res-

ponded in a noble fashion to the mis-
sionary call during the war. Since
those days, I have never met a single

missionary who regretted the spending
of either time or money on his mission.
Almost everyone replies in the same
terms, "I received the most benefit of
all."

For my part, it was the laying of a
foundation stone in my life. It seemed
that during that missionary service I
enjoyed a life-time of Gospel experi-
ence. The spiritual uplift received by
a missionary will repay him or her an
hundred-fold for labour and means
expended in preaching the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, for has not the Master
written, "give and it shall be given
unto you."
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FLASHBACKS FROM THE •
• SCREEN OF TIME
ON July 20th, 1837, seven practic-

ally penniless men landed in

Liverpool to do missionary work
for the Restored Church of Jesus
Christ which had been organised but
seven years previously. They had left

their families in America in dire straits.

Members of the newly established

Church had been affected by the
financial panic in the United States

and could not support their brethren
who had come to Great Britain.

"Humility and a message of truth

were virtually the entire stock in trade"

Of the seven missionaries. Instead of

Stopping in Liverpool, they moved on
to Preston. One of them, Joseph Field-

ing, had a brother living there who was
& minister. Heber C. Kimball, one of

the twelve apostles, gave the first

sermon on "Mormonism" in Great
Britain at the Vauxhall Chapel in

Preston at Reverend James Fielding's

invitation.

Eight days after their arrival in

Preston, Elder Kimball and his com-
panions baptised nine people in the
River Ribble—the first to join the
Church outside the American conti-

nent. At Christmas, 1837, 300 Saints

attended the first conference of the

Church in Britain at the "Cockpit" in

Preston. Branches had been estab-

lished in Preston and surrounding that

city for thirty miles.

Determined opposition and marked
success followed their efforts. By the

time the second general conference of

the Church, was held in Britain in

April, 1838, there were between 1,500

and 2,000 members in the British Mis-

sion. Shortly after that gathering.

Elder Kimball returned to Kirtland,

Ohio, leaving Brother Joseph Fielding

in charge. He remained at the head
Of the work until 1840, when Brigham
Young and other members of the

Council of the Twelve arrived.

These men have been followed by
over 6,000 missionaries from America;

By Wallace G. Bennett
European Mission Secretary

•
not to mention scores of British Saints

who have borne their testimonies to

their countrymen. The history of this

missionary endeavour is colourful and
dramatic. It is full of encouragement
and inspiration to modern missionaries.

A few outstanding "flashbacks"

—

• • •
Wilford Woodruff, son of a Connec-

ticut miller, a latter-day apostle, and
later president of the Church, made a
remarkable record as a missionary in

Britain. An especially humble man,
he was singularly successful in the
Potteries of Staffordshire. After a few
short weeks there, he heeded the
promptings of the Spirit and moved on
to find the Herefordshire farm of John
Benbow. He later baptised 600 people

in the pool of water on the Benbow
farm.
He was so successful that the minis-

ters and rectors of the South of Elng-

land petitioned the Archbishop of Can-
terbury to ask Parliament to prohibit

the Mormons from preaching in the

British Dominions. According to his own
account: "The first thirty days after

my arrival in Herefordshire, I had bap-

tised forty-five preachers and 160 mem-
bers of the United Brethren, who put
into my hands one chapel and forty-

five houses, which were licensed accord-

ing to law to preach in. This opened
a wide field for labour, and enabled me
to bring into the Church, through the
blessings of God, over (approximate)

1,800 souls during eight months, includ-

ing all of the 600 United Brethren,

except one person. In this number
were also some 200 preachers of various

denominations."
• • •

Captain Dan Jones, a Welshman,
was with the Prophet Joseph Smith in

the Carthage Jail the night before

Joseph and Hyrum were murdered.
The Prophet told Dan Jones, "You will
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see Wales, and fulfil the mission ap-

pointed you before you die."

After the Prophet's martyrdom, Dan
Jones, "with his fiery zeal and iiTe-

pressible energy," returned to his native

land. Such success attended his efforts

that at a conference in Manchester in

May, 1846, he reported the Welsh dis-

trict as consisting of "twenty-eight

branches, 687 members, 378 new mem-
bers baptised since the last confer-

ence." By the end of 1848 there were
4 645 Saints in Wales. Richard L.

Evans writes that Dan Jones will prob-

ably always be known as the "father of

the Welsh Mission."

• • •
All of the presidents of the Church

except Joseph Smith have done mis-

sionary work in Great Britain. Wilford
Woodruff's labours have been men-
tioned. Brigham Young spent "a year
of organisation and notable achieve-

ment" in Britain. John Taylor, a
nati.ve of Milnthorpe, Westmoreland
County, became known as the "cham-
pion of liberty." He laid the founda-
tion of the work in Liverpool; per-

formed the first baptisms in Ireland,

and visited the Isle of Man. Lorenzo
Snow laboured as a travelling elder

in Manchester, Birmingham, Greet's
Green, Wolverhampton, and London.
Joseph F. Smith, Heber J. Grant, and
George Albert Smith have all been
presidents of the European and British

Missions—Joseph P. Smith from March,
1874 to September, 1875 and from May,
1877 to July, 1878; Heber J. Grant
from January, 1904 to December, 1906;

and George Albert Smith from July,

1919 to July, 1921.

• • •
Winston Churchill once refused to

depjort the Mormon missionaries. A
campaign against them in 1911 and
1912 became a nation-wide "anti-

Mormon crusade." Hundreds of thou-
sands of people signed a petition de-
manding that the Mormons be forced
to leave. According to the "Improve-
ment Era," "At this time, in compli-
ance with demands made by leading
clergymen, and other influentials, the
British Home Secretary, Winston
Churchill, directed that a nation-wide

survey of the activities of the 'Mormon'
missionaries be made. However, when
pressed as to what action the British

government intended to take against

the 'Mormon' missionaries, he replied:

'I have not so far discovered any
grounds for legislation in the matter.'

"

It was later learned that every mission-

ary in Great Britain at the time had
been carefully watched.

• • •
Modem Mormon missionaries bring

the same message to Britain that
Heber C. Kimball and his companions
brought in 1837. Basketball teams,
baseball teams, travelling choriises, film,

strips, coloured cinemas, and other

means help the missionary today to

reach persons he might not otherwise

contact. But perhaps a future histor-

ian, observing the second century of

"Mormonism" in Great Britain, can
write of the missionaries as did Richard
L. Evans of those who followed Heber
C. Kimball in the first 100 years:

"Two by two, down cobbled streets

and over turfed country lanes, through,

poverty row and to the mansions of

the great, in the market place and at
the family fireside, in season and out,

they have pa^ssed their tracts, preached
their sermons and voiced their testi-

monies, calling out the seekers of life

eternal, tens of thousands of whom
have responded."

137



World

CAPACITY CROWD ATTENDS
118TH GENERAL CONFERENCE. —
The 118th Annual General Conference
of the Chui'ch was held on April 4th.

5th, and 6th, in the Salt Lake Taber-
nacle before a capacity crowd, with

President Geoi-ge Albert Smith pre-

siding. The Church leaders, as they
addressed the vast assemblage, urged
the Saints to keep the commandments
of the Lord at all times; to so shape
their lives that they will be able to

withstand any trials which may result

from the impending world crisis. All

the General Authorities of the Church,
excepting three, were in attendance at

the Conference sessions.

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
TELEVISED. — Thousands of Latter-

day Saints who were not able to get

inside the packed Tabernacle to wit-

ness the Conference sessions were able

to see the conference proceedings
through the medium of television.

Eight television receiving sets were
mounted in the Assembly Hall and one
in the Bureau of Information. The
equipment, which includes two tele-

vision cameras, was recently purchased
by the Church.

Church News
NEW Y.W.M.I.A. PRESIDENT —

Mrs. Bertha J. S. Reeder of Ogden,
Utah, was sustained as the new Presi-

dent of the Young Women's Mutual
Improvement Association at the final

session of the 118th General Confer-
ence. Mrs. Reeder is succeeding Mrs.
Lucy Grant Cannon.

PRESIDENT SONNE IN EUROPE.
—President and Sister Alma Sonne and
Elder Wallace G. Bennett left England
April 15th for visits to several of the

European Missions. President Sonne's
schedule includes visits in Belgium.
Prance. Switzerland, Holland and pos-

sibly Germany and Czechoslovakia.

He will meet missionaries, church
members and relief of&cials. He ex-

pects to retui-n to London early in June.

BOOK OF MORMON SALE RECORD
MADE IN GERMANY.— In the West
German Mission there are twenty-two
local German Saints labouring as mis-

sionaries. President and Sister Jean
Wunderlich are the only missionaries

from Zion in the mission. In the first

two months of 1948, these twenty-two
German missionaries sold 743 Books
of Mormon. This is an average of 33.7

per missionary for the two month
period.

TABERNACLE ORGAN BEING RE-
BUILT.—The famous Tabernacle Organ
in Salt Lake City is now having seven
new sections added to it. All altera-

tions will be completed in time for

October Conference. These additions

will make it one of the best organs in

the entire world and among the largest.

DATE OF LONDON DISTRICT CONFERENCE ALTERED
THE LONDON DISTRICT CONFERENCE will be held on May 30th instead of

May 16th as previously announced. The Conference sessions will be held
at the Wandsworth Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street, London, S.W.18, at
11.0 a.m., 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.
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Over 4,000 missionaries of the Church, of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints are now busily engaged

in preaching the Restored Qospel of Jesus Christ to

the peoples of the earth. i84 of these missionaries

are now labouring in the British Isles. By means

of door to door trading, open-air meetings, and
cottage meetings, they are presenting to the British

people a message of truth and light. It is to these

missionaries that the "Millennial Star^' in this issue

is paying special tribute. On the pages to follow are

the photographs of all those missionaries of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints now labouring

in Qreat Britain.



Alma Sonne

President of the
European Mission

Leona B. Sonne

President of the
European Mission
Relief Societies

Wallace G. Bennett

European Mission
Secretary

cM^ission Authorities

Selvoy J. Beyer

President of the

British Mission

Gladys S. Beyer

President of the

British Mission Relief

Societies

Wallace R. Reid

First Counsellor in the

British Mission Presidency

Nora P, Reid

President of the

British Mission Primaries

George F. Poole

Second Counsellor in the

British Mission Presidency

Helen E. M. Poole

Second Counsellor in the.

British Mission Relief Society

Presidency



Neal C. Capel

Fred W. Mason

E. Blair Maxfield

James M. Toone

J. Owen Duncan

Charles E. Scott, Jnr,

Marion Allen

Dean U. Ottley

Jack L. Cornia

William R. Callister

Robert E. Riggs

Albert J. Longhurst

c^issionaries

Agnes P. Beecher Edith M. Mullinger Blanche J. Houchen

Melvin M, Owens William R. Waite
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John M. Newey

BurcheU K. Hopkin

Albert E. Eccles

Vaughn L. Terry

Clarence R. Campbell

Oliver J. Bennett

Betty A. Mitchell

Royal R. Meservy

Edgar M. Gardner

Mark L. Southworth

Lowene Wood

L. Ross Whittaker

Melvin J. Tolley

Caroline L. Tucker

David W. Meyer

Nancy W. Tenney

Charles L. Norton

Lillie M. Norton



David W. Widmer

Irene Freeman

Bruce S. Benedict

Marvin E. Preston

L. Vaughn Merrell

J. Vaughn Hobson

Albert E. Walker

Elwin F. Cammack

Grant R. Dalton

Ruth Gates

J. Blythe Moyes

William R. James

Joseph K. Cross

T. Lawrence Oliphant

Guy L, Merkley

John H. Schaerrer

Nellie R. Schaerrer

Albert C. Walker

Mary G. Walker
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Grant Hofler Thomas W. Ward, Jnr. Francis Bitton

Howard C. Macfarlane Myron D. Sessions

Edward Smith - John L. Smith Hyrum P. HatcH!|(

Robert I. Call Annie M. Smith

Don C. Wood C. Norman Gardner . C. William Knowles

Edward R. ShurtUff Helen Sharp

Hal K. Campbell Garth G. Eames Jonathan Bennett

Myron W. Mclntyre Richard W. Hendricks



R. Byng Beazer Franz M. Johansen

Calvin G. Quinney A. Ray Rawson Hugh A. McLean

Tura M. Aldous Gerald W. Wilkinson, Jm-.

William T. Davis Clifton R. McBride Alfred R. Jackson

Mervin R. Brown Roy Wood

Ralph L. Jack
.. Stella S. Wood W. Harper Stoneman

-••.
r .• Wesley R. Williams Clay S. Tanner

DeLynn V. Labrum •
, Wallace E. Plant Weston N. Christensen



Ralph Crystal Evans E. Koyle L. Glade Greenhalgh

James H. Gilbert Newell E. Warr

Albert E. Hopkinson Arthur B. Chase Charles A. Edwards

Dorrell C. Larsen Reed M. Izatt

Jerrol M. Boyer Kenneth M. Oswald Lysle G. Munns

Earl R. McEntire Richard W. Clayton

LaMar T. Empey Annie W. Bailing Thomas D. Harper

-- Thomas E. Balling John N. Cannon



Bruce E. Peterson Robert L. Shaw Norville Craven

George T. Sonntag Don 31. Wheeler

James L. Mortensen Frank P. Reese Frank M. Carlisle

Harold M. Dougal Vernal L. Bowden

D. Wayne Rose Deane H. Piatt Koln Gunn McKay

Robert M, Francis
'

David W. Egbert

Junior E. Call Keith Tibbitts George K. Hardy

Paul H. Maeser Paul F. Jensen
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Archie J. Ilaskins

George W. Bruerton

Verl J. Iverson

Paul C. Fletcher

Esther Fuller

Roydon N. Rice

George P. Marchant

J. William Grant

Frank C. Davis

Vennor J. Meacham

Joseph M. Reed

Gordon L. Graves

Thomas H. Heal

Eva W. Heal

L. Ralph Mecham

Melvin A. White

J. Samuel Newman

Ada C. Newman



Daniel C. Keller

Elmer M. Hogge

Michael Barclay

K. Eyre Turner

Ranald R. Salo

Victor E. Gilbert

Dale M. Chapman

Ray Lawrence

Leah Lloyd

William L. Blackwell

Calvin A. Lambert

Lorry E. Rytting

Lloyd L. Cullimore

Albert N. Chaston

Willis A. Robinson

Owen Parkinson

George T. Choules

Vernon C. Young
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Thomas C. Madill Leland W. Rawson
Hilda M. Madill

John H. Gray Lon W. Rigby
Noble V. King

Douglas W. Loosle Joseph H. Crowther

Agnes Fraser

George Q. Bennett Robert D. Parry

Elva A. Bennett

E. Thora Rawson Ernest M. W. Jon

Connel M. Whitehead Clarence L. Olse

George W. Palmer Carl H. Whatco
Reed A. Benson Bruce R. Curtii

A. Wilford Fellows Andre C. Anastasi(
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APPOINTMENTS AND TRANSFERS

Elder THOMAS E. BALLING and
Sister ANNIE BALLING were trans-

ferred from the Birmingham District

to the Newcastle District on April 22nd.

Elder NEWELL E. WARR was trans-

ferred from the Nottingham District

to the Sheffield District on April 14th.

Elder PAUL F, JENSEN was trans-

ferred from the Sheffield District to

the Nottingham District on April 14th.

Elder HYRUM P. HATCH was trans-

ferred from the London District to the

Bristol District on April 25th.

Elder BAVIB W. MEYER was trans-

ferred from the Bristol District to the

London District on April 25th.

President WALLACE R. REIB of the

Mission Presidency was assigned to

labour as a travelling lecturer on April

26th. He was formerly labouring in

the Nottingham District.

Elder LORRY E. RYTTING was as-

signed to labour as a travelling lecturer

on April 26th. He formerly laboured

in the Welsh District.

Elder JERROL M. BOYER was ap-

pointed President of the Nottingham
District on April ISth.

Elder ELWIN F. CAMMACK was
transferred to the Sheffield District on
April 22nd. He was formerly the Presi-

dent of the Hull District.

Elder ROBERT M. FRANCIS was
transferred from the Sheffield District

to the Welsh District on April 22nd.

Elder KOLN G. McKAY was ap-
pointed President of the Hull District

on April 18th. He previously served
as President of the Nottingham District.

Elder EBWARB R. SHURTLIFF
was transferred to the Liverpool Dis-

trict on April 15th. He previously
served as a travelling lecturer.

RELEASES

Sister NANCY TENNEY was released

as a missionary to the British Mission
on April 23rd. Sister Tenney served

in the Nottingham, Birmingham and
Welsh Districts.

Elder CONNEL M. WHITEHEAB

was released as a missionary to the

British Mission on April 7th. Elder

Whitehead sei-ved in the Birmingham,

Bristol, Norwich and Leeds Districts.

He served as Supei-vising Elder in the

Norwich District.

THE Millennial Star extends thanks and appreciation to Elder David W. Meyer
and Sister Agnes Beecher for their services on this special issue of the Star;

also to Illustrated for permission to reprint the photograph appearing on page 129.
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DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT
Reported by E. John S. Jonew

Theare are sixteen missionaries in the

Birmingham District. They have
worked hard and have accomplished

much. Open-air meetings are held

regularly in the "Bull Ring" in Bir-

mingham three times a week. In

tracting, the missionaries have had
much success. They have contacted

many people who are willing to open
their homes for cottage meetings.

They participate eagerly in every phase
of missionary work. Many good con-

tacts have been made through the

basketball games played at the Univex--

sity and good impressions of the

"Mormons" gained. Ten converts are

scheduled to be baptised at the next
baptismal service. The future looks

even more promising for the Birming-
ham missionaries.

The Birmingham Branch Relief So-

ciety held a supper at the Chapel on
March 17th. An iced cake in Relief

Society colours had been made by
Harry Dyson. Toasts were proposed
to the nine presidents of the Relief

Society since its inauguration by
Hannah Jevons, and to the Presidency
and members of the branch by Sister

Lily M. Norton. There were twenty-
eight sisters present.

The Birmingham Branch held a
dancing party on April 10th under the
direction of the branch M.I.A. officers.

A meat-pie supper and fine refresh-

ments were served under the auspices
of the Y.W.M.I.A. Presidency—Mary
Joseph, Eugenie Yates, Olive Millward
and Florence Megeney. M.C. was Ivor

Thomas, who conducted dancing in

the vestry under the green and gold
shaded lights. Prizes were given in a
novelty dance. Games were under the
direction of E. John S. Jones and piles

of fun was had. Fifty people were
present.

BRISTOL DISTRICT
Reported by France* B. Herman

At the present time there are ten
elders labouring in the Bristol District,

six of whom are residing in Bristol,

two in Stroud, and two in Cheltenham.
Through the mediums of cottage meet-
ings and other friendly contacts, there
is an increasing number of investiga-
tors of the Gospel. For the first time
for many years, elders are holding
regular open-air meetings on the
Downs and in the Centre of Bristol,

with encouraging results. A colour
film featuring "Utah" is being pre-
sented to the public and much interest
is being shown. Tracting continues in
Bristol, Stroud and Cheltenham. Al-
though the lack of a suitable hall
greatly hampers the work in Chelten-
ham Branch, regular cottage meetings
are being held for those desiring to
further investigate the Gospel.

Saints in the Cheltenham Branch
organised an outing to Cranham
Woods on Easter Monday. In spite of

bad weather, all present thoroughly
enjoyed the holiday.

The first meeting of the Cheltenham
Primary following its recent reorgani-
sation took place on April 8th at the
home of Branch President Frank
Betteridge.

The Bristol Primary children had a
very warm welcome at the Windmill
Hill Methodist Chapel, where they per-
formed their pantomime, "Cinderella."
Honours go to Pat Carey, who trained
the children. The hall was packed and
the evening was an overwhelming
success.

HULL DISTRICT
Reported by Helen Bryant

In response to an invitation to lec-

ture at the Hull Chapter of the Toe H,
the elders assigned to laboui- in that
city recently appeared before a joint
gathering of men and women club-

members to present the lantern lecture^
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"In the Top of the Mountains." Presi-

dent Cammack commented on the
slides as they were shown and answered
the questions put to him at the con-
.clusion of the film. Those present at
the meeting seemed more interested
than other similar groups in the theo-
logical aspects of the religion, and
their enquiries were of a doctrinal
nature. Those people who propounded
questions seemed satisfied with the
answers they received.

Beautiful sunshine embraced the
Hull Chapel and welcomed the mem-
bers and friends on Easter Sunday
morning to a beautifully prepared pro-

gramme, arranged by the Sunday
School Superintendency and given by
the younger members of the Sunday
School. Many members and parents of

the children, most of whom are non-
members, enjoyed poems, songs and an
inspiring address from District Presi-

dent Elwin P. Cammack.

In spite of inclement weather on
Easter Monday,

I

hardy cyclists

enjoyed a run
to Aldbrough,
about twenty
miles from Hull
and enjoyed

games and a picnic on the beach.

miSH DISTRICT
Reported by Carl H. Whatcott

The message of the Restored Grospel,

since the return of the missionaries to

Ireland, has met with a fair amount of
success. This message of truth has
touched, to date, the souls of eight
people, who testify of joy and happi-
ness as the result. Missionary activi-

ties have increased with the opening of

a new area in Northern Ireland. The
reception has been cordial. The mis-
sionaries have used the proven methods
of proselyting: tracting, open-air meet-
ings, and cottage meetings. Branch
activities have increased with greater
fellowship, brotherly love and spiritual-

ity the result. With humility and faith
in Almighty God, the missionaries will

continue the work of the Lord in
Ireland.

On Mafl-ch 27th, at Camalea Bay,
Alice Hamilton and Norma Grainger
were baptised by Elder Albert E. Walker
and confirmed by Elder Walker and
Elder Bruce Benedict, respectively.

On March 29th, the Belfast Branch
M.I.A. held an Easter social. Between
forty and fifty people had an enjoyable
evening of games and dancing.

A combined Primary and Sunday
School party was held on March 25th
at the Belfast Branch. All of the
twenty children participated and re-

ceived prizes for their efforts.

A conjoint M.I.A. programme was
held on April 4th. The programme, as
outlined in the manual, was followed

and enjoyed by all in attendance.

LEEDS DISTRICT
Reported by Ralph L. Jack

Open-air meetings in Bradford have
been resumed and will be held in other
branch centres of the district as con-

ditions permit. Emphasis, however, is

being placed upon door-to-door tract-

ing as the most effective and system-
atic method of presenting the message
of the Restored Gospel. Lantern-film
lectures have been recently given by
Bradford elders to members of several

local churches, and at the invitations

of ministers of various denominations,
more are anticipated throughout the
district soon. Cottage meetings on a
regularly scheduled basis have been
successful in presenting Latter-day

Saint doctrines to investigators of the
Church in several branches. Testi-

monies to the divinity of the Gospel
have been formed and expressed

through the purposeful guidance of the
elders and local members.

The generally fine Easter weather
enabled the district young people to

participate in several rambles during
the holidays. Missionaries rambled
from "Brontiland"' at Hawarth to

Hardcastle Crag, near Halifax on Good
Friday. Bradford, Dewsbury and Hali-

fax Branches joined together in an
outing to Sunningdale, neaa* Bradford,
on Easter Monday. Leeds Branch
rambled to Otley for a day of field

events.
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An "Oldc Tyme" dance, sponsorea
by the Bradford Branch Sunday
School was held on March 20th, under
the direction of Superintendent Herbert
Walker. A local orchestra was engaged
for the evening. The music brought
many pleasant memories to the old-

timers present.

LIVERPOOL DISTRICT
Reported by Howard C. Macfarlane

The Liverpool District has been the

scene of much proselyting progress

since the arrival in September, 1946, of

the first missionaries following the

recent world conflict. As missionaries

have steadily increased in number, the

population of this district has been
made aware of the great and ever-

growing latter-day work taking place

in their midst. The glad tidings of

Cumorah have been heralded from
pulpit and platform; even from the

very streets, the message has been
published by these elders of modern
Israel. Thousands of tracts and pam-
phlets containing words of eternal

truth have been placed in the hands
of those who would accept. And most
important of all, hundreds of Books of

Mormon have been placed in homes of

inquirers after truth. Missionaries

have gone into these homes and in all

sincerity have explained and borne
testimony to the magnitude and
divinity of this marvellous work.

In Burnley, on March 14th, Eunice
Cook, Jean Kyle and Arthur Espley

Sutcliffe were baptised by Arthur
Moore and confirmed by Arthur Moore,
District President L. W. Rawson and
Branch President John R. Moore,
respectively.

The Blackburn Relief Society held a

sale of work on March 20th. The
bazaar was opened by Sister Thora
Rawson, District Relief Society Presi-

dent. More than fifty people attended

and the amount raised was over twelve

pounds. Also this day, a birthday tea

party was held and attended by fifty

people. Refreshments were served by
Maria Roper.

Nackbiirn Branch

RELIff SOCIflY
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Blackburn Branch Relief Society

Bazaar
Left to right: Sister E. Thora
Rawson, Sister Ada Cross
Newman, Dorothy L. Shorrock,

Lillian Harrison

Though many stalwarts have emi-

grated, the attendances at branch and
district meetings have swelled percept-

ably. Two branches have been opened
and several auxiliaries organised.

Many people have been baptised. God's
word is going forth.

LONDON DISTRICT
Reported by Ruth Millard

The missionaries labouring in the

London District are getting very

favourable results from their labours.

Large crowds of people now attend

the open-air meetings which are held
frequently in London and St. Albans,

and many investigators are now
learning more about the Gospel.

The two missionaries who have recent-

ly been assigned to Oxford are being

received very favourably and good re-

sults are beginning to show. Elders

Ralph L. Mecham and Evans E. Royle
are presenting numerous lectures at

Rotary Clubs and ether civic organi-

sations.

On April 4th, the Catford Branch
held its Branch Conference. There
was very good attendances at all three

sessions. Many investigators were
present. Wilford Ernest Wood was set

apart as First Counsellor in the Branch
Presidency.

Gravesend Branch Conference was
held on March 21st. The three ses-

sions were well attended. A fine spirit

prevailed.
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A two session Branch. Conference
was held at Brighton on April 11th.

Many investigators were present.

Baptismal services were held, at the
South London Branch on April 17th.

The following persons weTe baptised by
Elder L. Ralph Mecham; Kenneth
Clive Wood, confirmed by Elder Archie
J. Haskins; Hester Alice Pearl Neal,

confirmed by Elder William R. Callis-

ter; and Ernest Henry Neal, confirmed
by Frederick G. Neal. Jannis Victoria
Ethel Rudd was baptised by Thomas
Rudd and confirmed by Robert Han-
nah. Margaret Elizabeth McKenzie
and Margaret Judith Mabel Osborne
were baptised by Luton Branch Presi-

dent Alan E. Osborne and confirmed
by Elder Roy Byng Beazer and District

President Richard William Clayton.

MANCHESTER DISTRICT
Reported by Norman T. Woodhead

Persistent efforts on the part of fif-

teen alert missionaries, led by District

President George W. Bruerton, utilis-

ing projectors with film strips, basket-

ball and baseball, a stall on the market
place in Rochdale with others hoped
for in other towns, street meetings neid
daily in the heart of Manchester, be-

sides the usual methods of tracting,

cottage meetings, etc., have achieved
remarkable success in the District. A
year ago there were but two branches;
today there are six. Two of these are

in new fields. Several investigators

are accepting invitations to attend
meetings and the Church is growing in

this part of Lancasrire.

The Oldham
Boys' Physi-

cal Training
Class held a

social on
March 15th.

Over 100
people at-

tended. They
were entertained with some good box-
ing matches by the boys. Harold Haigh
acted as M.C. and is responsible for

the supervision of this class.

The Denton Branch, which has only

been in operation about four months,
already has an active M.I.A. and
Relief Society.

Hyde Branch is actively engaged in

the work of the Lord. Several socials

have recently been held in the homes
of the Saints.

The Rochdale Priesthood and Relief

Society organised two socials, one in

honour of the Relief Society's birthday
on March 16th and one on April 17th

honouring the Pioneers. Attendance
at each social averaged about forty.

The M.I.A. Baseball Team held its

first social, which was well supported
by about fifty people, on April 2nd.

Things are looking bright in Man-
chester District. It is hoped that all

attendance records will be broken at

the forthcoming District Conference
on May 8th and 9th.

NEWCASTLE DISTRICT
Reported by Joyce H. Tiffen

Two missionaries are now located in

each of the following towns: Carlisle.

Gateshead, South Shields, Bishop
Auckland, Darlington and West Hartle-

pool. Missionary contacts have been
made through various proselyting

methods. Tracting, open-air meetings
and cottage meetings are the old

stand-byes that seem even today to be
the most effective. Other means of

proselyting include basketball, film

lectures, and contacts through youth
movements. The missionaries in

general have found very little antag-
onism against the Church. False pub-
lic conceptions about Mormonism are

rapidly disappearing and the Church,
is gradually becoming recognised as a

force for good.

On March 28th. a baptismal service

was held in the Public Baths at Car-
lisle. German P.O.W. Fritz Helbig was
baptised by Elder A. Ray Rawson and
confirmed by Elder Francis Bitton.

Winifred May Cook was baptised by
Elder A. Ray Rawson and confii-med by
Elder Dean U. Ottley.
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Joseph L. Fisher of the West Hartle-
pool Branch was baptised on April 3rd
by Stanley Short and confirmed by
Elder Kenneth M. Oswald.

On Easter Monday, members and
friends of the Gateshead Branch, to-

gether witli ciders of the district, and
visiting missionaries, held an outing to

the country marl^eting town of Hex-
ham. The outing was under the super-
vision of Branch President and Mrs.
A. M. Morris and Evelyn Young. The
high-light of the day was a visit to

Hexham Abbey where Mr. Taylor, the
verger, very kindly pointed out to the
party the many interesting historical

features. Refreshments were served at
the Morris home, following which the
party went for a ramble around the
outskirts of the town and thus ended
a most enjoyable day.

NORWICH DISTRICT
Reported by Alfred F. Woodhouie

The Norwich District, under the cap-
able direction of President William
Blackwell, has indeed been a prolific

field of labour for the missionaries.

There are three established branches
as well as prospective openings in two
other towns. Elders Blackwell and
Dale M. Chapman labouring in Nor-
wich, Elders William R. James and
Albert N. Chaston in Yarmouth, and
Elders George W. Palmer and Joseph
H. Crowther in Lowestoft have met
with much success with their Church
exhibits in the market places. Through
this new proselyting agent, many
friends have been made. Recently,
Elders Lysle G. Munns and Tura M.
Aldous opened up missionary labours

in Cambridge, where they are now
holding lectures. Elders Wesley R.

Williams and Thcmas D. Harper have
made many friends in Beccles through
their cottage meetings and tracting.

Members of the Lowestoft Branch
Relief Society invited the missionaries

labouring in Lowestoft, and the Branch
Presidency, to an anniversary tea on
March 17th. A social followed, and all

enjoyed a happy evening.

Norwich Branch Relief Society held

its anniversary party on March 20th
and invited the missionaries and
priesthood of the branch. President
and Sister Alma Sonne of the Euro-
pean Mission and Elder Wallace G.
Bennett, who were visiting Norwich
during that week-end, were also in-

vited. A one-act play enacted by
branch members and entitled, "Courage
Mr. Green," followed the report. Presi-

dent and Sister Sonne and Elder Ben-
nett were the speakers at the Sacra^
mcnt Meeting on the following day.

Norwich Branch held a farewell

social on March 23rd in honour of

Sisters Betty Mitchell and Leah Lloyd,

departing missionaries. Both received

a pair of vases as gilts from members
and friends of the branch.

Elder William R. James was recently

sustained as President of the Yarmouth
Branch, replacing Albert A. Cole.

NOTTINGHAM DISTRICT
Reported by M. June Wilson

Through constant tracting, open-air

meetings, cottage meetings, etc., thou-

sands of people in the district have had
the opportunity of hearing of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Open-air meet-
ings have been held in every city in
which there is an organised branch
(seven) and are being held regularly

in the three large cities. Seventy-five

percent of this year's converts have
been contacted through open-air meet-
ings. Great success has been experi-

enced in the contacts with the German
prisoners of war. Persistant following

of the authorities' recommended pro-

gramme has brought strength of testi-

mony, understanding of the Gospel,

development of personality and untold

joy.

192 members and investigators gath-

ered at Nottingham on March 14th to

hear the inspiring remarks by Presi-

dent Alma Sonne of the European
Mission, Sister Lcona B. Sonne and
Elder Wallace G. Bennett.

On March 17th. the Derby Relief

Society President, Emma Bradley, en-

tertained members at the anniversary

of the organisation.
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Derby Branch held a district M.I.A.

dance, under the direction of President

S. George Bradley. Prizes were
awarded for the winners of the fancy
dress contest: the most beautiful, Ethel
Copley; the most comical. President

T. W. Anthony; and the most original,

Percy Elvans.

Sixteen members of the Eastwood
Branch commemorated the birthday of

the Relief Society on March 16th with
a fine party.

Hucknall, Derby, Nottingham and
Mansfield Branches all enjoyed a visit

on Easter Monday to Newstead Abbey.

On March 27th, Leicester Branch
held a party for Elsie Pole, who is

shortly leaving for America. Forty
members made a presentation.

Under the direction of Susie Massey,
Mansfield Relief Society held a very
successful sale of work on February
21st, which netted £10:10:0.

SCOTTISH DISTRICT
Reported by Reed M. Izatt

Missionary activity in the Scottish

District has been stepped up many
times during the past year. Today
there are fourteen missionaries work-
ing in Scotland in the five branches
of the district. One new branch, Dun-
dee, has been opened and the auxiliary

programmes of the other branches
have been greatly expanded. This has
led to greater activity. It has enabled
the members to put the various pro-

grammes as outlined by the Ch\irch

authorities into practice. The mission-

aries have been enabled to bring their

contacts into a working organisation

and show them how the Church of

Jesus Christ operates in this latter day.

The missionaries have utilised all

means at their command to proselyte

the Gospel: at doors, in homes, in

clubs, schools, Rotaries, universities,

newspapers, and at open-air meetings.

The Relief Society of the Glasgow
Branch celebrated the 106th birthday
of the organisation of the Relief Soci-

ety at a social on March 18th. The
programme was under the direction of

Ellen Martin, her counsellors and sec-

retary. A lovely birthday cake was
made by A. K. Lsslie.

A birthday party was held in honour
of Elizabeth McLuskey in the Airdrie
Branch Hall on March 23rd. Members
and friends enjoyed a well-planned and
successfully conducted evening.

Elder Junior E. Call has been re-

leased as President of the Dundee
Branch and is now labouring in Glas-
gow. Elder Reed M. Izatt is now Presi-

dent of the Dundee Branch.

SHEFFIELD DISTRICT
Reported by Arvllla Smith

The Sheffield missionaries, super-
vised by District President David W.
Egbert, have accomplished much in the
past few months. Rotherham elders
aire making good contacts through in-

vestigator meetings. Barnsley Branch
has been recently re-opened and is

now the centre of much missionary
activity. The elders in Doncaster have
assisted greatly in branch activities,

especially in the Primary and Scout
organisations. Near Sheffield, several
inactive members have been visited

and aire now attending meetings. The
old Castleford Branch is once again
opened through the untiring efforts of
two conscientious missionaries. Bap-
tisms have been performed in all

branches. Open-air meetings, cottage
meetings, lantern slide lectures, visits

to youth clubs and universities have
all been a part of the missionaries'
proselyting activity.

Bryn Gelder Owens of Barnsley and
Edna Crookes Hartley of Sheffield were
baptised in the Latter-day Saint Chapel
on March 20th by President Egbert
and confirmed by Elder J. Blythe
Moyes and George A. Stubbs, respec-

tively. Ann Walker of Sheffield was
baptised by Douglas T. Walker and
confirmed by Elder J. Vaughan Hobson.
EUenor Sutton Stroffard of Doncaster
was baptised on March 21st by Elder
Clay S. Tanner and confirmed by Elder
Robert M. Francis.

On March 20th, the Sheffield Branch
M.I.A. presented a successful musical
concert at the Salvation Army Church
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Hall, Woodhouse. In charge of pro7

duction were Olive Snow and Joe
Beattie.

A successful fathers' and sons' out-

ing was hi Id in Sheffield on April 3rd.

A trip to the football match, a speci-

ally provided tea, with seats for the

theatre, and later, table tennis, were
enjoyed by all.

A successful supper was held in the

Barnsley Branch Chapel on March
17th, celebrating the organisation of

the Relief Society. The Relief Society

Presidency was in charge of the affair.

WELSH DISTRICT
Reported by Gladys Mason

The Welsh District of the British

Mission now has six missionaries, two
labouring in Merthyr Tydfil and four

in Cardiff. There are three organised
branches, three Sunday Schools, two
Relief Societies, four Primaries and
two M.I.A.'s. The work is progressing

nicely with local members, investigators

and friends taking active part in the

various organisations. The goodwill,

harmony and friendliness which per-

vade the various gatherings are most
commendable. The willingness, yes,

the eagerness, with which the Saints

and friends alike seek to carry forward
the authorised functions of the various

organisations show the great interest

which has arisen by those who have
actively engaged in the Church pro-

gramme. Attendance in all branches
has shown a marked increase. Inter-
est, friendly association, active partici-

pation and helpfulness are witnessed in

all branches.

A supper was held at the Varteg
Branch to celebrate the Relief Society
organisation. The tables were most
beautifully decorated by Sister Elva
Bennett and the Relief Society cfiacers.

An enjoyable time was had by all.

On March 28th, an Easter pageant
was presented by Ivy Hyde, Beatrice
Howells, Mrs. Morgan, Trevor Morgan,
Clarence Mason and Gladys Mason.
The friends and members who attended
enjoyed the beautiful choruses, tolo&
and duets rendered, and felt their time
was well spsnt.

Members and friends of Varteg
Branch took a bus trip to West Wales
on Easter
Monday,
where a sick

member was
visited. After

many hours
riding through beautiful country-side,

everyone returned home tired but
happy.

A Primary class was recently opened
at Treforest Estate, Cardiff Branch, by
Jenny Woods. There were thirteen in

attendance at the first meeting.

TO ALL THE WOKLD
—continued from page 131

Under the inspiration and guidance
provided there could be no failure on
their part. They appeared like con-

querers fully conscious that the world
was against them. They were hated,

despised scoffed at, but not dismayed
nor discouraged, for they wore the im-

perishable crown. Their claims before

all people were based on absolute

knowledge and certainty. Their testi-

monies and teachings transformed the

hearts of men and revolutionised the

world. Even the dark ages of doubt
and apostacy could not entirely nullify

their work nor destroy the fruits of

their labours.

What did these ancient Apostles

teach? They taught "Jesus Christ and
Him crucified." and urged men every-

where to repent of their sins and ac-

cept His Gospel of salvation. It was
not a man-made Gospel. It originated

in the heavens before the earth was
formed for man's habitation. The
same Gospel, identical in all respects,

has been restored in this day with all

the gifts, powers, organisation and
blessings of former dispensations. It

cannot be altered or modified to suit

the convenience and desires of a sinful

generation. It is the same "yesterday,

and today, and forever."

It is a high distinction to be called

to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ
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and to be divinely authorised to "teach

all nations, baptising them in the name
of the Father, and the Son, and the

Holy Ghost; teaching them to^ observe

all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the
world." (Matt. 28:19,20)

It is a tremendous project which
cannot be executed and carried for-

ward without God's help. It is beyond

the powers and abilities of man, un-

aided and uninspired, to accomplish.

But aid has been promised from an
all-powerful source. God's hand is up-

on the nations. He will call them to

repentance in His own way. He will

scourge them, if necessary, to an eleva-

tion where they can comprehend His

power in operation among them, "for

by fire and his sword will the Lord
plead with all flesh." (Isaiah 66: 16)

God's work will not fail.

AMBASSADORS OF TRUTH
—continued from page 132

the Catteraugus Indians near Buffalo,

New York. Two copies of the Book of

Mormon were left with members of the

tribe who could read English.

The elders then moved westward to

Kirtland, Ohio. Here they found many
persons who were ready and willing to

accept the truths of the Restored
Gospel. Here the elders organised a

thriving branch of the Church. Sidney
Rigdon, Frederick G. Williams, Lyman
Wight and Edward Partridge were
among those that embraced the Gospel
at Kirtland.

As the elders travelled on, they
preached the Gospel in many of the

towns that they passed through. In
some instances, converts were made
and branches were raised up. Two
additional tribes of Lamanites were
preached to—the Wyandots of Ohio
and the Delawares, located west of

Missouri. The contribution of this

mission to the early growth of the

Church is inestimable.

Since these first missions, the mis-

sionary system of the Church has be-

come a powerful and far-reaching or-

ganisation. There are now mission-

aries labouring in most of the Euro-
pean countries; in North, Central and
South America; the South Pacific;

South Africa; the Near East; and just

recently in Japan.

A statement from a member of the

First Presidency says that letters of

appeal are coming from India; that

there are those who are praying that

missionary work will soon come to

Hungary, Italy and Russia. China has
already been dedicated for the preach-

ing of the Gospel.

The days of religious intolerance are

past in most countries. In many lands,

elders have access to radio and news-
paper facilities. In some missions,

churches of other denominations and
social and business organisations have
opened their doors for the preaching
of the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In just 118 years' time, the missionary

system of the Church has increased

from three or four to over 4,000 full-

time missionaries.

The work is indeed going forth. The
missionary system has been the back-

bone of the Church in its phenomenal
growth from six members to well over

one million members in just over a
century's time.

May the Kingdom of God upon the

earth continue to grow. May the
rising generation develop the same
fii-m testimonies of the truth that have
led those many thousands of mission-

aries in the past to accept and success-

fully fulfill their callings. May the
ways continue to be opened up whereby
the tioiths of the Gospel can be
preached to "every nation and kindred
and tongue and people" that the day
may speedily come when the Gospel of

Jesus Christ in its fullness will "fill the
whole earth."
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PERSONALS
BIRTPiS

THOMAS — CoUette Ruth. Thomas,
infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-

liam Thomas of the Sheflaeld Branch,
was blessed by James Maybury in the

Latter-day Saint Chapel on March 27th.

WOODHEAD. — Dan-ell Woodhead
infant son of Norman T. and Barbara
M. Woodhead of the Rochdale Branch,

bom on March 3Td, was blessed by his

father on April 4th.

ROBERTSHAW. — Louise Anne, in-

fant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley

Robertshaw of the Bradford Branch,

was born on March 5th and blessed by
President Selvoy J. Boyer on April 4th.

• •
FITTON.—Marilyn Fitton and David

Morgan Fitton, children of Leonard M.
and Marie Fitton of the Rochdale
Branch, were blessed on April 4th by

Branch President Sylvester H. Dale and
Elder Frank P. Reese, respectively.

DEATHS
MADSEN — John Madsen of the

Gateshead Branch died on April 7th

at the age of eighty-nine. Funeral

services were conducted by Elder

George Sonntag. The grave was dedi-

cated by Robert Graham.

THORNHILL. — Dorothy Robinson
Thornhill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Wilford J. Robinson of Nottingham
Branch, died after a long illness in

Lethbaidge, Alberta, Canada, on April

1st.

EMIGRATIONS
WOODHOUSE — Alfred P. Wood-

house of the Norwich Branch, sailed

on the "Washington" on April 18th to

make his home in Ventura, California.

A social in his honour was held tn the

Norwich Chapel on April 10th, at

which a presentation was made.

MADSEN—Mr. and Mrs. John Mad-
sen, Jnr., of the Gateshead Branch,
have recently emigrated to America.
They will make their home in Salt
Lake City.

HOUSTON—Ella Houston and Mae
Houston of the Edinburgh Branch
emigrated to America on April 4th. A
farewell programme was given in their

honour on March 30th.

BAILEY — Mr. and Mrs. George H.
Bailey, Jnr., recently emigrated to
America. A farewell social was held
in the Sheffield Chapel in their honour
on April 6th.

ROBINSON.— Edith F. and Doreen
Robinson of the Nottingham Branch
left England by air for Vancouver,
Canada, on April 4th. A party was
given in their honour on March 31st.

McCORMICK. — William C. McCor-
mick and family of the Bradford
Branch left England on March 15th
enroute to Cardston, Alberta, Canada.

TOMLIN.—Robert Tomlin and fam-
ily of the Bradford Branch left Eng-
land on March 24th for Salt Lake City,

Utah.

MARRIAGES
HAMPSTEAD-BAILEY — The mar-

riage of Melva Hampstead and George
H. Bailey, Jnr., both of the Sheffield

Branch, took place on March 13th in

the Latter-day Saint Chapel. George
Hampstead, the bride's father, official

ted. Tea was served by the Relief

Society sisters in the recreation hall to

100 guests.

FALLON-AMER.—Hetty FaUon and
Robert Thomas Amer were married on
March 27th in the Bradford Chapel.
Leeds District President Weston N.
Christensen performed the ceremony.

SUBSCRIPTIONS for the Millennial Star are 7/6 per year; 4/- per six months.
Subscriptions in American currency are $2.00 per fifteen months. All sub-

scriptions must be sent to Millennial Star, 149 Nightingale Lane, London, S.W.12.

160



BIOGRAPHIES
OF THE

EARLY BRITISH

MISSIONARIES

Parley P. Pratt

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PARLEY P. PRATT — — _ — 13

When missionaries were first sent by the Church to the
Indian tribes, Parley P. Pratt was among those chosen to

go. From that time on he was ever willing to accept a call

to preach and teach the Restoration of the Gospel. Although
not a member of the first group of missionaries to arrive in

England, he was an early President of the British Mission.
Read his own story of his experiences in the service of the
Lord.

THE LIFE OF HEBER C. KIMBALL — By ORSON F. WHITNEY 15

The missionary life of this illustrious leader began in May,
1835 when he, along with the others of the Quorum of the
Twelve, travelled throughout the Eastern States and into

Canada, preaching, admonishing and baptising. Interesting
as the account of this journey is, perhaps more noteworthy
were Elder Kimball's experiences in opening up the British

Mission. These are often told in his own words in this

splendid biography by Orson F. Whitney.

BRIGHAM YOUNG — — — — — SUSAN YOUNG GATES 76

"Under my supervision between eight and nine thousand
people were baptised." Thus Brigham Young recorded his

first year of missionary work in England. The life of this

great missionary is told by his daughter with simplicity yet

with such appeal that it will touch the heart of each reader.

THESE AND MANY OTHER BOOKS CAN BE OBTAINED
FROM THE

Mission Book Store
149 NIGHTINGALE LANE, BALHAM, LONDON, S.W.12



INFORMATIVE FACTS AND FIGURES
(INTERESTING NOTES CONCERNING PERSONS, PLACES, AND EVENTS
RELATING TO THE CHURCH OF jESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS)

* During the administration of President Brig-
ham Young, missionaries were sent throughout the
United States and also to Canada, Great Britain,
India, Australia, Palestine, Society Island, France,
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Hawaii, Italy, Switzer-
land, Iceland, Chile, Germany, Siam, Gibralter,
South Africa, Malta, West Indies, New Zealand,
Holland, Austria, Finland and Mexico.

* According to a report compiled some time ago by Elder Richard
L. Evans of the First Council of the Seventy, there were approxi-
mately two persons born in Great Britain to every tract that was
distributed by a Mormon missionary; there were approximately six
persons to every Gospel conversation engaged in by a Mormon
missionary; nine born to every Gospel pamphlet distributed; thirty
born to every family of investigators visited; 230 born to every Book
of Mormon distributed; and approximately 3,000 born to every
baptism into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

• iV •

* Missionaries now in the field are paying individually or with
the aid of parents and friends an expenditure of over £500,000 a year
for their support while in the mission field.

•k -k -k

* In the first thirty days of Elder Wilford Woodruff's missionary
labours in the year 1840, in Herefordshire and the surrounding area,
he baptised over 200 persons, including forty-five preachers, into
the Church. In his last eight months' of missionary labours he
baptised over eighteen hundred persons, including over 200
preachers of various denominations.

X -x *

* Approximately eight thousand persons witnessed the first

baptismal services of the Church to be held in the British Isles in
the River Ribble, Preston, on Sunday. July 30th, 1837 under the
direction of Elder Heber C. Kimball.

* Every President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints has served as a missionary in the British Isles, with the
exception of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

* The number of persons baptised into the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Great Britain is estimated to total 128,000.
Approximately 6,250 travelling missionaries of the
Church have come to Great Britain since the
organisation of the Church.
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